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In a notice on p. 288 will be found a revised statement 
of the objects and work of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade having regard to the 
recent transfer to the Board of Trade of the Imperial 
Institute. The main office of the Branch is at present 
at No. 50, Parliament Street, S.W., with a temporary 
enquiry office at 49, Eastcheap, E.C., the City Branch of 
the Imperial Institute. 


‘The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. iv. of the advertisements, 
and a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on p. 287. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
the Trade Reports published by the Foreign Office since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” will 
be found on pp. 284-5. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: WAR OFFICE. 


Sealed tenders for the supply of coal, coke and kindling wood, for 
military services, during 12 months, from 

rage toe the Ist April, 1903, will be received until 
Kindline Wood 12 o'clock noon, on the following dates :— 
8 * Wednesday, the 11th day of February, 1903, for 

coal and coke, and Friday, the 13th February, 1903, for wood, by 
the General Officers commanding the undermentioned Districts :— 
A 
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UNITED KINGDOM—continued. 


Scottish District oie .. Edinburgh. 

North Eastern District oe “ork. 

North Western District _... Chester. 

Western District Devonport. 

Southern District ... Portsmouth. 

South Eastern District ... Dover. 

Salisbury Plain District ... Tidworth House, Andover. 
Eastern District ... Colchester. 

Thames District ies ... Chatham. 

Woolwich District ... Woolwich. 

Home District .. see ... 23, Carlton House Terrace, 8.W. 
Aldershot District e . Aldershot. 

Guernsey and District. Guernsey. 

Jersey District.. .. Jersey. 

Belfast District ... Belfast. 

Dublin District ... Dublin. 

Cork District ... a8 ... Cork. 

Curragh District oa Curragh Camp. 


Forms of tender and conditions of contract (showing approxi- 
mate quantities) may be obtained on application at the above- 
named offices, by letter addressed to the Assistant Adjutant-General, 
or in person between the hours of 10 and 4 o’clock, and no 
tender will be entertained unless made upon the form so obtained. 

The tenders must be properly filled up, signed, and dated ; and 
no tenders will be noticed unless delivered in time, at the above- 
named District Offices, under sealed envelope, marked “Tender” 

on the outside. 


The Secretary of State for War is prepared to receive tenders for 
Tenders f the supply of— 

1. Flour and bran. 
Supplies to the 2. Milk. 


Royal Hibernian 
Military School, cheese and eggs. 

Phenix Park, 5, Soap, soda, &c. 

Sania. for the use of the Royal Hibernian Military 
School, Phoenix Park, Dublin, during a period of six months from 
lst April, 1903. 

Forms of tender and conditions of contract may be obtained on 
application by letter addressed to the Commandant, Royal 
Hibernian Military School, Phoenix Park, Dublin, or in person 
between the hours of 10 and 4 o'clock, where any enquiries as to 
the method of delivery, approximate quantities required, 
should. be made, and no tender will be entertained unless made 
upon the form so obtained. 

‘The tenders are to be delivered at the War Office, Pall Mall, S.W., 
by 12 o’clock noon on Wednesday, the 4th day of March, 1903. 
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UNITED KINGDOM—continued. 


The Secretary of State for War is also prepared to receive tenders 
for the supply of— 


Tenders for 
Supplies to the and flour. 


Duke of York’s 3. Milk. 


Royal Military 
School, Chelsea. 4. Bacon, butter, and cheese. 


5. Fruit and vegetables. 
6. Groceries. 
for the use of the Duke of York’s Royal Military School, at 
Chelsea, during a period of six months from 1st April, 1903. 
Forms of tender and conditions of contract may be obtained on 
application by letter addressed to the Director of Army Contracts, 
or in person between the hours of 10 and 4 o’clock, and no tender 
will be entertained unless made upon the form so obtained. Any 
enquiries as to the method of delivery, approximate quantities, &c., 
should be made at the Duke of York’s Royal Military School, 
Chelsea, 
The tenders are to be delivered at the War Office, Pall Mall, 
8.W., by 12 o’clock noon, on Monday, the 28rd day of February, 
1903. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 

2 . su og spikes for . rails, for the Indian 
Railway Material. State Railways. 

The conditions of contract may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 am. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.), or may be obtained on 
application to the Director-General of Stores, India Office, White- 
hall, S.W. Tenders are to be delivered at that office by two 
o'clock p.m. on Tuesday, the 10th February, 1903, after which 
time no tender will be received. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian ~ 
_ . trade received at the Canadian Government 
Offices, Victoria Street, where further 


information may be obtained :— 
Home Enquiries.—A firm of commission merchants offering good 
Az 
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CANADA—continued. 


references are desirous of obtaining the representation for England 
of Canadian packers of canned goods or other produce. 

Two further enquiries have been made for names of Canadian 
exporters of sturgeon’s roe for caviare. 

A London firm of wholesale and export cabinet-makers are 
desirous of being placed in direct communication with Canadian 
exporters of timber suitable for their trade. 

A Scotch firm of distillers make enquiry for Canadian houses 
importing liquors with which they might do business. 

An agent in Glasgow wishes to get into communication with a 
first-class Canadian house exporting canned fruits principally 


gallon apples. 
A Scotch firm wish to open up direct business relations with 


owners of mica and asbestos mines, who are in a position to offer 
large quantities for export. 

Canadian Enquiries Enquiry is made by a Canadian house for 
addresses of makers of heavy jate cloth such as is used in the 
manufacture of brattice cloth. 

A Quebec packer asks what opening exists in Great Britain for 
Canadian maple sugar and maple syrup. 

Colonial Enquiry.—A gentleman with experience about to take 
up residence in South Africa, desires to be placed in communi- 
cation with Canadian manufacturers of carriages, farm waggons, 
implements, &c., with a view to securing agencies. 

Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

ice . Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 

— Curator of which Section further particulars 
_ Inay be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries—A firm manufacturing boots and shoes wish to 
be placed in connection with a few Canadian jobbing houses 
prepared to take up sale of their goods. 

A manufacturer of spun, steamed and cleaned horse hair desires 
names of reliable Canadian importers of same. 

A Scotch firm of produce brokers wish to secure the representa- 
tion of a first-class Canadian manufacturer of flour. ; 

Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section ~ 
of the Imperial Institute, gua‘) of 
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AUSTRALIA—SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


The “South Australian Government Gazette” of the 1st January, 

Sieteen Sor announces that tenders will be received at the 

a Supply and Tender Board Office, Adelaide, up 

Railway till 3. o'clock f Wednesd 

Materials. i o'clock p.m. of Wednesday, 1st April, 

1903, for the supply of the following materials, 

delivered in bond, on wharf, Port Adelaide, wharfage to be paid 
by the contractor :— 


8 best mild steel boiler plates. 
8 best mild steel smokebox tube plates for flanging (two 
drawings, 1s. each). 
2 best mild steel back casing plates (one drawing, 1s.). 
10 copper tube plates for flanging (two drawings, 1s. each). 
28 bars of channel steel (two drawings, 1s. each). 
3 tons Richards’ plastic metal. 
100 glass globes for Pintsch’s 10-in. lamps. 
2 locomotive engine frame slabs. 
42 charcoal iron clothing plates. 
6 bars of Yorkshire angle iron (one drawing, 1s.). 
144 engine tyres (three drawings, 1s. each). 
6,080 bronze flexible firebox stays. 
4 solid drawn copper tubes. 
800 firebricks (three drawings, 1s. 6d. each). 


Specifications may be seen and further information obtained at 
the office of the Agent-General for South Australia, Crosby-square, 
London, E.C. 

The materials are to be subject to the inspection, test, and 
approval of the Government Inspecting Engineer in London, or 
the Chief Mechanical Engineer in Adelaide. ‘ 

~The expenses of the Inspecting Engineer will be paid by the 
Agent-General, London (except in cases as specified), who will 
also advance 75 per cent. on the contract upon receipt of bills of 
lading, insurance policy, and the usual shipping documents, 
accompanied by the certificate of the Inspecting Engineer; and 
the balance of the contract will be paid in Adelaide or London, 
-at the option of the contractor, upon satisfactory delivery of the 
materials. 

‘Successful tenderers will be required, within seven days of date 
of notice of acceptance of tender, to enter into an agreement and 
make a deposit equal to 5 per cent. of the total value of their - 
accepted tender as security for the due fulfilment of contract. 

Tenders should be indorsed “ Tender for Railway Materials.” 

Neither the lowest nor any tender necessarily accepted. 
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BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
‘Chambers of COPY of a despatch from the High Commissioner 
Co an for South Africa, forwarding communications 
os tere received from the Administrator of Southern 
pe oor Rhodesia, the Transvaal Assistant Colonial 
Tinpdete Secretary and the Lieut.-Governor of the 
some sa Orange River Colony, from which it appears 
that in response to enquiries addressed to them 
at the instance of the Colonial Office, the following Chambers of 
Commerce in those Colonies have expressed their willingness to 
enter into communication with local Chambers of Commerce in 
the United Kingdom, for the purpose of giving information on 
points connected with the trade of the locality which they repre- 
sent :— 


Southern Rhodesia— 
Salisbury, Bulawayo, Gwelo, and Umtali. 


Volksrust, Potchefstroom, Pretoria, Johannesburg, Zeerust, 
and Barberton. 


Orange River Colony— 
Bloemfontein. 


In a recent report by Mr. James G. Jardine, the Canadian Com- 
. mercial Agent at Cape Town, it is stated that 
re the United States is increasing its exports to 
Sailers’ ? South Africa in the cheap and light class of 
Materials: Boots agricultural implements (for repatriation and 
and Shoes : native trade), also builders’ hardware. and tools, 
Railwa Plant, sisi freight and tramcars, cycles, automobiles, boots 
ee. and shoes, and foodstuffs—such as wheat, flour, 
canned meats, pickled meats, pork and lard. It is further stated - 
that the Imperial authorities at Pretoria have placed large orders 
with some agricultural firms in the United States for the cheapest 
kind of ploughs, &c., to be used by the Boer farmers and other 
repatriated settlers, as it is claimed that the British and Canadian 
implement makers do not manufacture this class of goods. 
Mr, Jardine adds that many thousands more will be required 
During the next few years 
> © goes on say :—“ Durin e next few years. 
upwards of 30,000,000 dols. (6,000,001) will be by 
the City Council of Johannesburg in a drainage system, water 
installation, electric tramways, erection of municipal buildings 
and a large number of dwellings for municipal employees. 
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' “Durban, Pietermaritzburg, Bloemfontein, Pretoria, Port Eliza- 
beth, Kimberley and Cape Town are going to spend millions also 
in the near future for tramways, harbours, public buildings, and 
other improvements. The various Government railways are also 
compelled to improve their service by the purchase of quantities 
of locomotives, trucks and passenger coaches, &c.” 


TRANSVAAL AND ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 


A notification appears in the “Government Gazette” of the 

Tenders for Orange River Colony, dated 2nd January, to 

iensticinns at the effect that tenders are invited for the right 

Sidious Hd ties of advertising at all stations on the Central 

Central South South African Railways for a period of either 

: three, five, or seven years from the Ist day of 
a May, 1903. 

wear The tenders should specify the sum that will 

be paid for the right of advertising at all stations in either Colony 

or the two combined. 

Conditions of the contract and forms of tender are obtainable 
from the General Manager of Railways, Johannesburg; the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies, Downing Street, London; the 
Chief Traffic Manager, Johannesburg; the Traffic Manager, 
Bloemfontein ; or the Assistant Traffic Manager, Pretoria. 

No tender will be considered unless it is on the printed form 
provided by the Railway Department, and is deposited either in 
the office of the Crown Agents for the Colonies, Downing Street, 
London, or in the office of the General Manager of Railways, 
Johannesburg, before noon on the 31st day of March next. 

Tenders must be in sealed envelopes, and marked on the cover 
“Tenders for Advertising.” 

The Department does not bind itself to accept the highest or 
any tender. 


The same issue of the “Gazette” also notifies that tenders 
Tenders f (alternative) are invited for the exclusive rights 
B a of (respectively) — 
yreorueheg (a) Erecting bookstalls, and selling or lend- 
ing newspapers, periodicals, books, &c. there- 
Machines at from 


Stations on the 


Central South (b) Placing automatic machines, at the 


; . several stations on the Central South African 
African Railways. Railways, as set out in the form of tender, for 
a period of either three, five, or seven years, from the ‘1st day of 
~ 1903. 

o tender will be considered unless it is on the printed form 


248 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Feb. 5, 1908. 


Openings for British Trade. 


provided by the Railway Department, and is deposited either in 
the office of the Crown Agents for the Colonies, Downing Street, 
London, or in the office of the General Manager of Railways, 
Johannesburg, before noon on the 31st day of March next. 

Tenders must be in sealed envelopes, and marked on the cover 
“Tenders for Bookstalls or Automatic Machines.” 

Conditions of contract and forms of tender are obtainable 
from the General Manager of Railways, the Crown Agents for 
the Colonies, London ; the Chief Traffic Manager, Johannesburg ; 
the Traffic Manager, Bloemfontein; or the Assistant Traffic 
Manager, Pretoria. 

The Department does not bind itself to accept the highest or 
any tender, 


NORWAY. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul-General at 
Christania, notifying that tenders marked 
— “ Kulanbud ” will be received up to 12 noon 
on the Ist April next at the Office of the Harbour Director, 
Christiania, for the supply to the Harbour Works at Andences in 
Vesteraalen of 400 tons of Newcastle coal, and 500 hectolitres of 
smiths’ coal, to be delivered in May or June. 

The Newcastle coal is to be Davison’s West Hartley best steam- 
ship coal, or of some equivalent quality. The smiths’ coal is to 
be of recognised good quality, preferably Londonderry or South 
Hetton. 

The conditions of tender can be obtained at the Office of the 
Harbour Director at Christiania, where further information may 
be had. 


GERMANY. 


In a recent despatch to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at Stettin 
points out that the trade publications received at 


Bt ag —— that Consulate deal almost exclusively with 
Stati heavy machinery, locomotives, fire engines, ore 
at prard ti crushers, and similar almost unsaleable articles ; 


while offers, or price lists of woollen cloths (there 
being 40 manufacturers of ready-made clothing at Stettin), hats, 
groceries, stationery, and many other British products daily sold 
and consumed in Stettin, are never received, nor is any opportunity 
offered to the Consul to promote the sale of such goods in that city. 


Feb. 5, 1903.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 249 


Openings for British Trade. 


SPAIN. 


“ Board o e Journal,” o: th January, 
calling for tenders for the supply of a Gn 
Dr «04 ane the “Priestman” system, and also for the 
ivation Works, °x°cution of dredging works in the Port of 
nie *  Vinaroz, a despatch has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Madrid forwarding trans- 
lations of the Royal Orders published in the ‘“ Madrid Gazette,” 
giving the bases for the respective tenders, together with a model 
form of tender, &c. 

The translations may be seen ys persons interested on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, 8.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


The ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid” for the 30th January contains a notice 
calling for tenders for the supply of paper for 
the use of the ‘“ Direccion General de Contri- 

PP'Y Per. puciones ” in Spain, during the years 1904-5-6. 
Conditions of contract and samples can be seen at the office of the 
“Direccion” named in Madrid, or at the Treasury offices in 
Alicante, Barcelona, Gerona, Tarragaa, Guipuzcoa, Navarrar, and 
Vizcaya. 

Tenders will be opened on the 6th March next, a deposit of 3,000 
pesetas, or about 90l., being necessary to take part in the 
competition. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” for the 31st January contains a notice 
Suitin bo ie calling for tenders for the construction of a 
metallic bridge across the River Naton (Oviedo). 
Metal Bri Tenders will be received by the Municipality of 
. ridge. Tan greo, at whose offices particulars can be seen, 
and the adjudication will take place on the 19th February, a deposit 
of 4,089 pesetas, or about 1211., being required from persons wishing 
to tender. 

The ‘“Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


SIAM. 


In his recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at 
Chiengmai states that a recent Consular visit 
to Chiengrai, the trade centre on the Me Khok, 
through which the Yunnanese and Kengtung 
trade passes into and from Siam, indicated the potentialities of 
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trade in Northern Siam if intelligently encouraged and stimulated 
by the construction of cart roads, developing in progress of time 
into light railway communication with rea ee Lakhon and 
Phré, and connection with the projected main line from Bangkok 
to north. 
is line, as originally surveyed some two years ago, was. 

planned to run from Paknampho to Utardit and Phré, thence 
westward to Lakhon-Lampang. The most feasible continuation 
from that town to Chiengrai was at that time considered to lie by 
way of Muang Ngao, over easy and very slight rise to Prayao in 
the valley of the Me Ing. Permanent surveys are now bein 
carried on, and are almost completed, and the importance whi 
the Siamese Government attach to a main line connecting Bangkok 
with Chiengrai is shown by the recent visit, towards the end of 
1901, of the Director-General of Railways to the north of Siam as 
far as Chiengsen. These permanent surveys, it is understood, 
favour a direct route running from Paknampho, along the west 
bank of the Me Yom, thus avoiding Raheng and the narrow and 
difficult watershed of the Me Ping, and tapping the broad plain 
around the populous towns of Sawankalok, Pichai and Pitsanulok, 
northward in a direct line to Lakhon-Lampang, which is likely to 
be the centre of the northern railway system. From Paknampho 
to Lakhon-Lampang by this route will be 203 miles. Branch 
lines, probably on narrow gauge principles, can be made later if 
mee from a point near Muang Long to Phré and Nan on the 
north-east, and from Lakhon-Lampang itself to Chiengmai, 63 
miles west. The main line will then be extended, not north- 
easterly by way of Muang Ngao and Prayao, but rather north- 
westerly along the Me Tui, an affluent of the Me Wang, and across 
or through i very slight watershed separating the Me Wan 
from the Me Lao in the Mekong basin, into the broad, fertile an 
peentens valley of that stream, where construction would be free 

m engineering difficulties right up to the walls of the city of 
Chiengrai. The distance from Lakhon-Lampang to Chiengrai by 
this route should be some 130 miles. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,929.) 


MEXICO. 
A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Railway Consul at Mexico City enclosing a copy of the 


mm i Mexican “ Diario Oficial” of 1st January and 
Metwatele, an extract from the “‘ Mexican Herald” giving 
rticulars of a concession granted to the Mexican Central Railway 
Boenphiny, Limited, for a new line to run from Durango to Gutierrez 
* on the main line of the company. The construction is to begin at 
once, and a partial subsidy will be received from the Mexican 
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Government, transferred from an old concession. The new line 
will pass in the proximity of the important mining centres of 
Sombrerete, Chalchihuites and Nombre de Dios, besides reaching a 
rich agricultural district. 

The full text of the concession, together with a translation of 
the chief articles, may be seen on application to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
8.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


BRAZIL. 


The British Vice-Consul at Victoria (Espirito Santo), in his recent 

Railwa: report, states that in spite of ay financial 

Materi f depression the State railway is being carried on 

slowly, the Government rightly considering the 

completion of this to be a chief factor in any future prosperity of 
the State. 

A contract has been made by a new company to construct a line 
from Victoria, vid Santa Leopoldina, to Minas Geraes, the line 
joining the Estrada de Ferro Sul do Espirito Santo, close to the 
local terminus. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,928.) 


HAYTI. 


In his report on the trade of Hayti, the Acting British Consul- 

General at Port-au-Prince states that recently 

Sponge Fishery. some Greeks have carried on a sponge fishery 

off the Island of Gonave with excellent results, 

but the export is insignificant. It seems that too much manganese 

is used in cleansing the sponges, and this makes them less durable. 

If this defect were remedied a large European business might be 
created. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,927.) 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITION. 


GERMANY. 


The United States Consul at Chemnitz reports that during the 
Shoemakers’ month of July, 1903, a German Shoemakers’ 
Exhibition in Exhibition will take place at Hamburg. This 
Hamb will embrace exhibits of the work of apprentices 
ne and masters; exhibits of the work of the 


German schools for shoemakers; information as to the shoe 
supply of the German army; exhibitions of leather and tanning 
materials; of shoemakers’ lasts, tools, and instruments of 
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various kinds; of machines of diverse classes employed in the 

manufacture of shoes; of preparations for the preservation of 

— and of other articles used or consumed in the shoemaking 
e. 

The prime object of the meeting is declared to be the promotion 
of technical education in the shoemaking branch. Manufacturers 
of leather and shoemakers’ supplies will find inducement to exhibit 
their products. 

Special enquiry was made as to how far foreigners would be 
permitted to participate in the exhibition, and the reply was that 
all kinds of machinery for the manufacture of shoes might be 
displayed and worked, and any exhibits or discussions contributed 
which were to the interest of the shoemaking trade. All classes of 
shoes, however, which are manufactured in foreign countries in 
bulk for the general trade, and are placed upon the market in 
large quantities, may not be exhibited or sold at the exhibition. 
Shoemakers’ tools and supplies of all kinds may be exhibited. 
The following charges are made for space :—For 1 square metre of 
table space, 7s. 3d.; for 1 square metre of floor space, 6s. 

The exhibitor is required to answer the following questions :— 
Name and residence; nature of articles exhibited; floor space 
desired ; table space ; wall space ; whether or not electrical power 
is required ; amount of fire insurance desired ; will the articles be 
exhibited in cases, in terrace formations, or in other form ; are the 
articles on sale, and, if so, at what prices; do you desire a repre- 
sentative and attendant chosen by the managing committee, or 
will you be personally present, or choose your own representative 
who will tend to all packing and policing of your goods; if a 
representative, what is his name ? 

The Consul adds that he is convinced that there has never been 
presented a better opportunity for bringing shoemaking machines 
and cobbler’s accessories before the German shoe dealers. 


BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Hayti—In a report on the trade of Hayti for the year 1901 
(Annual Series, 2,927), the Acting British Consul-General at Port- 
au-Prince states, with regard to openings for British trade, that in 
the export business the number of openings for enterprise is 
almost unlimited ; the Republic is virgin soil, where the planter 
and the prospector may make vast fortunes. For the importer the 
field is narrower, and as long as the purchasing power of the 
people remains as low as it is at present, but little expansion can 


»| 9 
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be hoped for. A friendly rivalry might nevertheless be carried on 
with a view to securing for British products a larger share of the 
market. The Acting Consul-General adds:—‘ It will give me 
pleasure to advise manufacturers who may address this office as to 
the best way in which, by attention to style, price, packing and 
other points, business may be gained. So many criticisms of the 
British manufacturer are current that it may be encouraging to 
have a word of praise. In the West Indies, Central and South 
America the same accusation seems to be made against the 
manufacturers of the United States as we are accustomed to hear 
directed against our exporters. On the high authority of an 
American gentleman, keenly interested in the commercial expansion 
of his country, [ am enabled to say that in this part of the world 
at least the British are held up to their American competitors as 
models ; they are said to study more carefully the local require- 
ments and to pack their goods in a manner better suited to the 
market.” 


Espirito Santo (Brazil)—In his recent report to the Foreign 
Office (Annual Series, 2,928), the British Vice-Consul at Victoria 
(Espirito Santo) writes as follows :— 

“ T have received several enquiries from firms and companies wish- 
ing to open up business in this State, and would point out that 
the present condition of trade renders it very undesirable for any 
direct business to be attempted ; the volume would be very small, 
and the difficulty of collection very great. Many good houses in 
Rio de Janeiro have travellers here continually.” 


OPENINGS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
PORTLAND CEMENT INDUSTRY IN IRELAND. 


The “ Journal ” of the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland, in its issue for December, 1902, after 
giving some useful particulars regarding the raw materials em- 
ployed in the process of manufacture of Portland cement, goes on 
to say that in the possession of cement-making materials Ireland 
is especially favoured. They are widely distributed and, in many 
cases, contiguous to good markets and to means of transit by rail 
orwater. Someof the most suitable districts for the establishment 
‘of the industry are briefly indicated as follows :— 

In the south one of the best positions is in the neighbourhood of 
Cork. The materials here are the lower carboniferous limestone 
and shale. These frequently occur in close proximity to each . 
other and to lines of railway, while water carriage is also available. 
The local demand should be considerable, while other markets 
could be reached by rail or coasting vessels. A modern plant of 
moderate size, properly managed, would, the report states, prove a 
profitable undertaking. 


254 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Feb. 5, 1903. 


Openings for the Establishment of a Portland Cement Industry 
in Ireland. 


Similar materials occur in the neighbourhood of the Kilkenny 
coalfield. The limestone is fairly pure, the carbonate of lime 
reaching from 97 to 98 per cent. 

When the large use of Portland cement in Dublin is considered, 
it is difficult to understand why its manufacture has not made 
greater progress there. Other reasons than the want of suitable 
material must be sought to account for this fact. The upper 
carboniferous and the calp limestone and shales occur in abundance 
in the neighbourhood—amaterials which, when properly treated, are 
well adapted for the purpose, and which are economical to use. 
Dublin could not only be independent of any outside source of 
supply, but might also ship Portland cement to other ports, and 
deliver by rail over a large district. 

In the neighbourhood of Dundalk suitable materials occur. To 
the north of the town there are beds of carboniferous limestone, 
which may be seen in the quarries at Porlock Lime Works, 
Ravensdale, and in Sir John M‘Neill’s quarry. In the latter are 
beds of black calcareous shale, at present thrown away, which 
could be utilised, but they do not occur in sufficient quantity to 
render the quarry independent of an outside source of clay. It is 
possible, however, that if it was worked to a lower level more beds 
would be found. Neither quarry is convenient for rail, but both 
adjoin good roads. In proximity to the limestone area are beds 
of the lower silurian formation, from which shales of suitable 
quality may be obtained. The Great Northern Railway passes 
close to both deposits near Faughart House, and careful investi- 
gation would doubtless locate a site convenient for both materials, 
which could be readily connected by a siding with the railway. 
The silurian beds, and also alluvial clay of good quality, occur at 
the works of the Dundalk Demesne Brick Company. This is a 
favourable site, as it has a railway siding, and although limestone 
is absent, it is said that it could be brought upon the site at 2s. 6d. 
aton. An export trade could be conducted from Dundalk, and, 
in establishing a plant, the point should be considered as to 
whether it would be best to locate it on land adjoining the harbour 
and bring in the raw material. 

Surrounding Armagh are extensive beds of lower carboniferous 
limestone, which are intersected by all the lines of railway entering 
the town. None of the existing quarries, with the exception of the 
one at Tulliard, are near the railway. The stone is practically a 
pure limestone, and the quarries are free from shale; hence suitable 
clay or shale would have to be obtained elsewhere. Clay does not 
occur to any great extent in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Armagh. 

Near Benburb the lower, the middle or calp, and the upper 
division of the carboniferous limestone formation, occur. The 
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calp division consists largely of shale and of impure or clayey 
limestones which are well adapted for use. Here we have all the 
necessary raw materials at one spot, but not sufficiently near: rail: 
A market could probably be reached by the Ulster canal, which 
adjoins. North of Benburb and west of Moy are tertiary clays of 
suitable quality. Here again there is’ no rail connection, but 
advantage might be taken of the canal. 

In the neighbourhood of Dungannon and Stewartstown there 
are beds of carboniferous limestone, with calcareous shale in many 
places, while at Coal Island are the shales from the coal measures. 

The shale is obtained at the brickworks by mining, where there 
also is boulder clay, both being cement materials. The 
works have a railway siding, and if limestone could be obtained 
at a reasonable cost, this would be a very favourable site for a 
small plant. Near Stewartstown white chalk occurs, but only in 
limited quantities. Good clays are found in the neighbourhood. 

Carboniferous limestone and clay occur at Cookstown, and the 
works of the Cookstown Lime Company offer as favourable a ‘site 
for the erection of a plant of moderate size as probably would be 
found in the country. ‘The works have a private siding from the 
Northern Counties Railway, while the Great Northern Goods 
Station is close at hand. The quarry is quite free from shale, but 
clay is found at a distance of about a mile, on the road to Omagh. 
It is near the surface, and could be dug and carted into the works: 
at a very small cost. 

North of Belfast materials of a different character, but equally 
Suitable are found. As a source of carbonate of lime there is 
white chalk, instead of the carboniferous limestone. It is much 
more readily quarried than the limestone, and would be ground to 
the fine powder, which, as has been seen, is necessary, more easily, 
and at a less cost. While the block chalk from the quarries is at 
present burned for lime or shipped elsewhere, the small chalk, 
either wholly or in part, seems to be tipped to waste. It is as 
well adapted for Portland cement manufacture as large chalk. 
Thus a quarry would yield large chalk for lime-burning and ship- 
ment, and, in addition, three-fourths of the weight of raw material 
required to make Portland cement would be obtained for nothing. 
The district is not rich in suitable clay. 

The limestones and shales of the lias formation are used to a 
considerable extent in England for Portland cement manufacture. 
The lower lias beds, consisting almost entirely of shale, occur in 
places between Carrickfergus and Larne, north of Larne, and on 
the western coast of Island Magee. In this shale Ireland possesses 
a material in every way suitable for the manufacture of Portland 
cement, occurring in close proximity to the chalk. 
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The “ Danish Export Review ” (Copenhagen) for December last 
gives some particulars concerning the Danish carrying trade in 
1901, extracted from the report for that year, recently issued by the 
State Statistical Office. The figures in this report are usually 
based on information obtained from the Custom authorities, and, as 
regards the trade between foreign ports, from the Consulates. In 
addition the State Statistical Office has in the present report 
stated the results of a direct inquiry made to all Danish shipowners 
who have ships employed in the foreign trade, as the statistics 
received from the Consulates have never been complete enough to 
obtain fully correct figures and details regarding Danish shipping. 

Of the information given in the report the following particulars 
may be mentioned :— 

e total quantity of goods which were transported to Denmark 
by sea from foreign countries and vice versa amounted to 3,782,600 
tons in 1901, as compared with 3,758,400 tons in 1900, and 
3,665,400 tons in 1899. The increase in quantity from 1900 to 
1901 was exclusively on the outward trade, the inward trade 
being the same during the two years. 

Of the total number of vessels which during 1901 were em- 
ployed in the trade between Denmark and foreign countries, 
50°3 per cent. were sailing ships, and 49-7 per cent. steamers. Of 
the total tonnage so employed only 23°4 per cent. were sailing ships, 
while the steamers were 76°6 per cent. 

From the following table, which shows the total exchange of 
Denmark with foreign countries by sea (tonnage of cargo entered 
and cleared) in 1900 and 1901, it will be observed that of ships of 
foreign nationality it is especially Swedish sailing ships and 
British steamers that participate in Danish carrying trade by sea 
with respectively one-third and one-seventh of the weight carried. 
The quantity carried by British ships has, however, decreased 
during late years :— 


1900. 1901. 
Tonnage of Cargo Entered g, | Tonnage of Cargo Entered || ¢ 
and Cleared. and Clearei. 
Sailing Saili 
Ships. St rs.|| Total. | Ships. Steamers.|| Total. é 
Tons. | Tons. Tons. . | Tons. Tons. 
Danish ...|295,429 |1,688,976 ||1,984,405 ,620 |1,672,097 ||1,928,717 || 51-0 
Norwegian .../122,870| 254,135 || 377,005 0} 266,864 || 357,104) 9°4 
Swedish .../300,261 | 232,482 || 532,743 287,008 || 590,288 || 15°6 
Russian 44,250 43,642 87,892 36,205 84,825 || 
German _...|126,943| 210,272|| 337,215 208,423 || 346,322 || 9°2 
English _...| 4,217] 390,982] 395.199 418,393 || 419,834 || 
Dutch .--| 18,229] 17,769 35,998 20,542 39,290 || 1:0 
Other or un- 
known na- 
tionalities...| 130 7,829 7,959 15,889 16,241 || 0-4 
Total ...|912,329 |2,846,087 ||3,758,416 2,925,421 ||3,782,621 ||100°0 


| 7 | 
| 
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_ According to the “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg ” of the 2nd/15th 
December, the metallurgical industry of Russia, particularly in the 
south, has been undergoing a severe check. This is said to be 
due chiefly to the lack of a commercial basis. The “Journal du 
Ministére des Finances,” in a recent number, published a compre- 
hensive study of the Russian iron industry in the first six months 
of 1902, from which the following figures showing the production 
of cast-iron in the first six months of 1902 as compared with that 
in the first, as well as with that in the second, six months of 1901 
have been taken :— 


1901. 1902. 
January-June. | July-December. | January—June. 
Pouds. Pouds. Pouds. 
Northern Russia ae 945,500,000 201,700,000 1,108,000,000 
Urals... .| 25,573,300,000 | 23,443,000,000 | 25,244,000,000 
Central Russia 6,387,700,000 4,517,000,000 4,095,000,000 
Southern Russia_... -| 43,573,400,000 48,391,400,000 44,436,700,000 
South-west Russia ... 14,200,000 
Poland eve 9,154,000,000 | 10,435,000,000 9,054,000,000 
North-west Russia ... 29,990,000 23,900,000 —_ 
Total Pouds | 85,678,000,000 | 87,012,000,000 | 83,937,700,000 
Tons| 1,377,000,000 1,398,000,000 1,349,000,000 


Of the totals given in the above table the Government works - 
produced respectively 3,544,054 pouds, 3,485,660 pouds and 
2,952,072 pouds, so that the quantity produced by private works 
was 80,985,764 pouds in the first six months of 1902, 83,710,697 
pouds in the last six months of 1901, and 83,134,000 pouds in the 
first six months of 1901. 

The total production in the first six months of 1902 shows a 
decrease of 4°5 per cent., as compared with that of the last six 
months of 1901, and 2 per cent. as compared with that of the first 
six months of 1901. This decrease, however, is not general, the 
works in Northern Russia having increased their production to 
such an extent as to surpass even the figures of the maximum year 
1900. In the Urals the production has hardly varied, but has 
seriously decreased in the Moscow district and in Poland, whilst 
in the south-west and north-west the works are almost at a 
standstill. 

The production of manufactured iron and steel in the south of 
Russia has decreased by 3,277,234 pouds (about 8-5 per cent.) in 
the first six months of 1902, as compared with the similar period 
of 1901, and that of unmanufactured iron and steel by 2,772,452 
pouds (about 6 per cent.). The “Gazette du Commerce et de 


Industrie” in reproducing these figures states that they signify 
the healthy condition of the metallurgical industry in the south 
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of Russia. This paper states that the production of the first six 
months of 1901 exceeded the sales by 20°6 per cent., whilst that 
of the first six months of 1902 showed an excess of only. 2°7 per 
cent. At the same time the stock of iron and steel in the works 
has decreased by 1,934,000 pouds or about 7 per cent. of the 
production, 

The following fi are given in the “Gazette” as showing 
the consumption of cast-iron in Russia :— 


First Six Months'First Six Months 

= of 1901. of 1902. 

Pouds. Pouds. 
Cast-iron produced ...| 85,678,000,000 83,938,000,000 
Manufactured iron and steel ... = | 8,701,000,000 7,326,000,000 
334 °/, of the last-named class...  2,900,000,000 2,442,000,000 
Total Pouds | » 97,921,000,000 94,173,000,000 
Tons} 1,574,000,000 1,513,000 


The corresponding figures for the first six months of 1900 were 
102,885,000,000 pouds, showing that the consumption of iron has 
constantly decreased since that: year. 

On the other hand the “Gazette” shows that the price of cast- 
iron at the South Russian works, to judge by recent transactions, 
has fallen to 38 copecks per poud, as compared with 70 copecks in 
' the autumn of 1899. This price, it is said, is less than that at 
which cast-iron sells in Westphalia (41:3  copecks), Glasgow 
(41 copecks), and Pittsburg (70 copecks), and in the opinion of 
the “ Gazette” the time has perhaps arrived when Russian cast- 
iron could be exported to those markets. 


COAL INDUSTRY OF THE UNITED STATES IN 1901. 


With reference to the articles appearing in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 17th July last, p. 109, and 6th November, p. 268, 
respecting the coal production of the United States in 1901, a 
report by the British Commercial Agent at Chicago on the coal 
industry of the United States has recently been published by the 
Foreign Office (Miscellaneous Series, 587), from which the 
following particulars have been extracted :— 

The markets for anthracite are becoming more and more 
restricted, notwithstanding the largely increased production of 
anthracite coal in 1901 as compared with 1900. Although the 
production of anthracite coal in 1901 was the largest on record, 
and notwithstanding the fact that there has been a general 
tendency to increase in anthracite production, its rate of growth 


| 
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has not kept pace with that of bituminous coal or with other of the 
great mining and manufacturing industries. 

The following table shows the comparative increases in the 
production of anthracite and bituminous coal, and the growth 
of the bituminous coal mining industry as compared with that of 
anthracite :— 


Period. Anthracite. Bituminous. 
Tons. Tons. 
63,228,674 


The amount of coal exported in 1901 amounted to 4,206,737 
tons, a decrease of 398,451 tons compared with 1900. Of this 
amount 1,069,410 tons were anthracite, valued at 4,825,726 dols., 
or 4512 dols. per ton, and 3,137,327 tons were bituminous, valued 
at 7,752,200 dols. or 2°47 dols. per ton. 

The following table shows the destination of the coal exported, 
the total value, and the price per ton :— 


Price per 
To. Quantity. Value. Ton. 
Tons, Dollars, Dollars, 
Anthracite— 
Europe .. 35,866 147,294 4°106 
British North America ...| 1,018,474 4,614,905 
Mexico ... “od 1,165 8,501 
Cuba Ae 7,991 29,800 3°729 
Other West Indies and Bermuda 18 4,262 17,183 4031 
» countries one aed 1,652 8,043 
Total anthracite ... 1,069,410 4,825,726 4512 
Bituminous— 
Europe ... 313,728 902,430 2°876 
British North America oe 1,881,911 4,324,032 2°297 
ose 208,374 551,522 2°646 
Other West Indies and ‘Bermuda ond 210,921 551,187 2°613 
» countries ate 220,393 598,886 2717 
Total bituminous 8,187,827 7,752,200 2°471 


The Geological Survey report calls attention to the fact that in 

a large number of States the amount obtained by coal-cutting 
machines showed a decided falling-off. This was principally shown, 
however, in the less important States. 


| - 
| 
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In 1901 there were 4,341 machines in use at one time or another 
during the year, as compared with 3,907 in 1900, and 3,125 in 1899. 
The total amount of coal mined by machines in 1901 was 51,645,834 
tons, as compared with 47,129,038 tons in 1900, and 39,253,513 tons 
in 1899. 

Though several attempts have been made to utilise the waste 
products from both the anthracite and bituminous mines, and to 
improve the quality of lignite by mixing them with tar, petroleum, 
&c., none of the enterprises has proved a commercial success. This 
is, doubtless, owing to the low price at which coal can be bought. 

The total coke production of the United States in 1901 
amounted to 19,460,610 tons, valued at 44,445,923 dols., or 
2:28 dols. per ton. In 1900 the amount produced was 18,333,346 
tons, valued at 2°56 dols. per ton. The increase of the 
amount produced in 1901, as compared with the previous year, 
was 1,127,264 tons, or 6:15 per cent. The value of the product, 
however, showed a decrease of 2,997,408 dols., or 6°3 per cent. 

The following is the quantity and value of the by-products 
recovered from the coke ovens in 1901 :— 


Quantity. Value. 

Dollars. 
Tar ee Galls. 12,695,190 320,476 
Sulphate of ammonia... Lbs. 12,927,627 344,320 
Ammonia liquor Gal's, 2,357,510 365,080 
Total value ... 1,029,876 


PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—PHILIPPINES. 


With reference to notices which have appeared in previous issues 
of the “ Board of Trade Journal” on the subject 


en casas of of the Philippines Tariff Act of the 8th March 
the Philippines last, the Board of Trade are in receipt, through 
Tariff i. the Foreign Office, of a copy of a Bill now 


before the United States Congress which 
proposes to amend that Act by the further reduction of the rate of 
duty leviable on articles, the growth or produce of the Philippines, 
imported into the United States. It is proposed by the Bill that 
such goods, which, under the Act of March last, now pay 75 per 
cent. of the rates of duty leviable under the United States Customs 
Tariff on similar articles imported from foreign countries, shall, 
from the date of ‘its enactment, pay 25 per cent, only of the 
general United States Tariff rates. 

The Bill has passed the House of Representatives and has been 
referred by the Senate to its Committee on the Philippines. 


| | 
| 


Feb. 5, 1903.} THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 261 


TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Trade are informed that by an Order issued on the 
rr 3rd February the Board of Agriculture have 
revoked the “Foreign Animals Amendment 
po Order” of 1900, which prohibited the landing 
Argentina and in the United Kingdom of animals from the 
Argentine Republic and Uruguay. The effect 
of the new Order is to re-open the ports of the 
United Kingdom to the importation of live 
stock from these two countries. 


Uruguay re- 
moved. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “ Commonwealth 
Series of Australia Gazette” for 19th December, 1902, 
Regulations. containing certain regulations made under 
Section 162 of the Customs Act of 1901 

which came into force on lst January, 1903. 

The present regulations provide for a refund of duties paid on 
deposit on goods imported into the Australian Commonwealth for 
the purpose of being repaired, subject to the following conditions :— 

(a) The owner shall make application in writing to the Collector 
for permission to take delivery of the goods, and shall state 
therein a description of the goods, and that they are imported for 
the purpose of being repaired, and are intended to be exported 
when the repairs are completed. 

@) The goods shall be examined by an officer before delivery, 
and also before shipment for export. 

(c) The goods shall be exported within six months after 
importation. 

(d) The officer shall certify that the goods have been duly 
shipped for export. 

The same issue of the “ Gazette” contains a notice made under 
Section 89 of the Customs Act of 1901, notifying that spirits are 
added to the list of articles which are allowed to be manufactured 
for export in a manufacturing warehouse. 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of an Ordinance (No. 30 
of 1902) providing for the imposition of duties 


“in aid of immigration” upon various articles 
Duties ha Bsn f raised or manufactured in the Island of 
Immigration.” ‘Trinidad, and shipped for places beyond the 
limits of the Colony during the year 1903. 
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The following statement gives, for purposes of comparison, both 
the export duties imposed by the present Ordinance, and those 
previously in force :— 


Export Duties. 
Articles. 
Old Rates. | New Rates. 
& d. 
Sugar... ... Per 1,000 Ibs. 2 8 8 6 
Molasses ... Per 100 gallons. 2 210 
Cocoa ... = Per 100 Ibs, 0 07 
Coffee ... 0 7 07 
Cocoanuts Per 1,000 0 7% 
Copra ... Per 1,000 lbs. 111 110 
ANTIGUA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of an Ordinance (No. 3 of 
‘ 1903) which was assented to by the Governor 
cue voy on vs 8th January, 1903, and which will come 
ag * into operation at such a date as the Governor 

shall name by proclamation. 

The present Ordinance repeals the Customs. Tariff Ordinance 
No. 8 of 1901, and the Additional Duty Ordinance, No. 1 of 1902, 
but, at the same time, provides for the imposition of duties on 
= imported into the Presidency of Antigua, as well as for 

rawbacks upon goods exported therefrom. 

The Ordinance may be said to consolidate, to a large extent, the 
rates imposed by the Tariff Ordinances previously in force, and it 
is to remain in operation to the 3lst December, 1903, and thence- 
forth to the next meeting of the Legislative Council. The Tariff 
of import duties is now given in eaxtenso for the purpose of 
reference :— 


Import Duties. 
Rates of 
Articles. Duty. 
Aérated waters ... dozen reputed pints} 0 0 8 
Ale, beer, perry, cider and porter— 
In bottle ... » quarts}0 2 0 
Almonds... bee one oo. lb, 0 0 23 
Arrowroot and similar starches 0 0 Of 
Barley ... phe per bushel |0 0 8 


| 
| | 
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F Rates of 
Articles. Duty. 
&s. d. 
Beans and per bushel | 0 0 8 
Beef in pic e or salt ... aoe ay axe per lb. 0 0 Of 
Bitters ... ++» per dozen reputed pints} 0 2 8 
Bread ‘and biscuits, not fancy or in tin per 100 lbs.|} 0 1 4 
Bricks and tiles ove perl,000 | 0 5 6 
Butter and oleomargarine ... ake per 100 lbs.} 011 
Calavances eve +.» per bushel | 0 0 8 
Candles (tallow) 00s per lb. 00 1g 
Castor oil ove coe pergallon |0 1 4 
Cattle ...' ... each 06 8 
Cement ... ‘ide see ose +» perbarrel | 0 2 
Cigars (except those known as Long Toms) ove ” plus 10°/, 
lad valorem 
Cigars, Long Toms ... 03 4 
Coal, coke, and patent fuel ... ove 
Cocoa when not or per lb. 00 
Cod liver oil ... pergallon |} 0 1 4 
Coffee... ove ove ose ove «per lb. 
Cordials ... ove per gallon | 010 0 
Corn meal ti perbarrel |0 2 8 
Cotton-seed meal, and linseed meal .. per 100 lbs.|} 0 1 4 
Currants, citron, figs, and raisins ... per lb. 
Fish, dried or smoked ... ons ese per cwt. 
», Salmon, pickled... per barre, not above 200 lbs.| 0 10 8 
»  Herrings, and other perbarrel |0 3 4 
” 5 
Fruits pas vegetables, canned, tinned, bottled, or other- 
wise preserved per Ib 00 iy 
an ons ove ” 100 
Gunpowder and ‘all explosives | 00 8 
ove each 1 6 8 
Hair oil and toilet requisites and accessories a .. ad valorem | 263°, 
Hams, tongues and sausages ... ove per lb, 00M 
Hoops of wood .. per 1,200 pieces} 010 5 
Horses ... wad each 20 0 
Liqueurs and sweetened he per 010 0 
Maccaroni and vermicelli’ ... ace per lb 001 
Matches... shin ode soe boxes 00 4 
Mules... ove ee 013 4 
Oatmeal eos per 0656 4 
Oats per bushel | 0 4 
all other, not being “rock ” .. pergallon |0 1 0 
Oilmeal ode see per 100 lbs.} 0 1 4 
Olive oil.. ins pergallon |0 1 4 
Perfumery, pomades and toilet accessories... ite ad valorem | 263°, 


| 
3 | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
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ANTIGUA—continued. 


Rates of 
Articles. Duty. 
£8. d. 
etroleum and its case of 8 imperial gallons} 0 2 0 
Pine, pitch _... ons per 1000 super. feet, l inch thick} 012 6 
White and ‘sprace ” 08 4 
Pork in pickle or salt . per 100 lbs.} 0 5 6 
Potatoes, except sweet potatoes perbarrel | 0 2 0 
per 100 lbs.} 0 2 9 
Bago per ib. 0 0 08 
Shingles, “cedar and ine perl1000 |} 0 3 0 
» cyprus an 0 6 0 
ks ... ose ove each bundle} 0 0 4 
Soap, fan ... ad valorem.| 262°), 
than toilet or fancy per 100 lbs.|} 0 5 6 
Spirits, sweetened pergallon | 010 0 
» Bum avs per proof gallon |0 4 4 
Staves... ove perl1000 |010 5 
Sugar, Muscovado and. melado- per 100 0 5 6 
» Otherkinds... ove ove per Ib. 00 
Tobacco manufactured 
> imported in packages containing not less he 
Tobacco eat if im in packages containing less 
than 500 lbs. ... oes 0 2 8 
Vinegar .. ove ooo per gallon 00 4 
Wine, including ‘all flavoured or medicated... «-- ad valorem | 333°), 
Wood, oak, beech, elm, mahogany, hickory, and all hard 
woods .. .-per 1,000 super. ft. of lin. thick} 1 7 1 
All other goods. not specified above, and not exempted 


(To be continued.) 


EGYPT. 


With reference to a aie, — appeared at p. 164 of the 

, «@ ‘ Board of Trade Journal ” for the 23rd October 
——. gga last, relative to a Valuation Tariff in use by the 

ase Egyptian Customs authorities for the purpose 
of assessing Customs duties on imported sugar, the Board of Trade 
have now received a copy of the Egyptian “ Journal Officiel” 
containing the following amended Valuation Tariff* which was to 
come into force on the 12th January, and to remain in operation 
until the 11th February :— 


* For particulars as to the nature of these Egyptian Valuation Tariffs see 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 16th October last, p, 113. 
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Kinds of Sugar. oo 
Milliémes.f 
Crystallised or moist, in single oy double bags (gross weight) ... 880 
Powdered or centrifugal _,, 910 
Crushed ” ” ” ” wee 980 
Cubes, in boxes (net weight)... aoe as 1,060 


+ Duty is levied on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 
1,000 millitmes = £E 1 = 11. Os. 6}d. 


FRANCE—ECUADOR. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 

Foreign Office, of a French Presidential Decree 

dated the 27th January, promulgating a Con- 

— France and Ecuador which was signed at Quito 

on the 30th May, 1898, and the ratifications of which were 
exchanged at Paris on the 14th January. 

The two Contracting Parties guarantee to one another most- 
favoured-nation treatment as regards their respective subjects 
settled in either country, and also in matters of trade and navigation, 
whether in respect of import, export or transit trade, and generally 
in all that concerns payment of Customs duties and taxes and the 
exercise of industrial or commercial operations. 

The Convention is to come into force a fortnight after the 
exchange of ratifications and remain operative until one year after 
its denunciation by either Party. 


SPAIN. 

Adverting to the notice on page 167 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for the 22nd January, it is to be 
aus a noted that the “Gaceta de Madrid ” for the 
A ieeauaet of 1st February contains a Royal Decree declaring 
Customs Duties 33°87 to be the average rate of exchange 
ble in Gold. (premium of exchange on Paris) during the 
gi eerie: second fortnight of last month, and that the 
corresponding reduction in the payment of CustéMms duties payable 
in gold during the first fortnight of the present month will be 

25 per cent. ' 


Convention of 


TURKEY. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 214 of last 
week’s “Journal” relative to the requirement 


ee a in Turkey of certificates of origin for all foreign 
goods, the Board of Trade have now received, 
through the Foreign Office, a copy of a telegram 


from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Constantinople, 


| 
a 
| 
| 
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reporting that the modus vivendi between Turkey and Greece has 
been prolonged until the 15th March next, and that goods entering 
Turkey before that date will, consequently, not require to be 
accompanied by certificates of origin. 


BRAZIL. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
of a despatch from H.M. Consul-General at 
New Budget Law. Rio de Janeiro, calling attention to certain 
points in the new Brazilian Budget Law for ala 
1903. The Consul states that, according to Article 4 of this Law, 
the proportion of the import duties payable in gold is to remain 
at 25 per cent. as hitherto, but that whereas the *Law in force up 
till the present provided a sliding scale with regard to exchange, 
the present Law makes no provision for a fall in exchange, and 
should such fall occur, the tax will consequently fall heavily on 
foreign goods. 
Mr. Chapman also states that by Article 12 of the Law, the 
import duties on wooden chairs are increased as follows :— 


ag Description. New Rates. | Old Rates. 

Ex 353 | Chairs of common wood— ;Mil. +Mil. 

i With seats of wood— 

; Of bent wood— 

With arms ...| Each 20°000 | Each 7-000 
Of cut wood— 


With seats of straw or cane— 
With arms ... eee eee ” 20-000 ” 7-000 

Rocking, folding, or extending— 


With arms ... 80°000 » 9000 
For children ... ree cody 5000 »  3°600 


Chairs of fine wood— 

With seats of straw or cane— 
With arms ... 50°000 »  20°0C00 
Without arms ove -20°000 »  10°000 

7 Rocking, folding, or extending— 


Common garden chairs, folding, of pine or 
Ditto, of tree branches, with or without the 


* See notice at p. 335 of “ Board of Trade Journal” for 7th February, 1901. 
+ The exchange value of the Brazilian milreis is about. 113d. 


; 
i 

i 
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ARGENTINA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copies 

Abolition of of despatches from H.M. Legation at Buenos 

Import Duty on Ayres reporting that a Presidential Decree was 

i Sacks published on the 24th December last abolishing, 

nial : until further notice, the import, duty leviable 

on corn sacks destined exclusively for the transport of grain and 
of sacking for the manufacture of such sacks. 


SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT: 


RUSSIA. 
A despatch dated 10th January has been received at the Foreign 
Office, from H.M. Consul-General at Odessa, in 
response to an enquiry with regard to a pro- 
. sed line of steamships between Odessa and 
the Persian Gulf. In this despatch the Consul-General states 
that the contract between the Imperial Russian Government 
and the Russian Steam: Navigation Company respecting this 
projected line has not yet been concluded. The steamers 
which are at present sailing are running on an informal 
agreement between the Russian Government and the company by 
which a payment of 200,000 roubles (21,0001) was promised for 
four sailings, and it is understood that for the year 1903 four 
sailings are projected, the first to be in February. 
“So far, adds the Consul-General, the line has not been a success, 
for it has been very difficult to obtain cargo. 
The following are the ruling rates of passage money and freight 
to Bushire and Basrah. (The exchange is 10 roubles to 
1 guinea) :— 


Passengers, first class ... 150 roubles 


victuals per day bis ... 10 francs 


second class 100 roubles 
victuals per day ... We 8 francs 
Cotton goods 20 to 30 copecks per poud or 26s. 3d. to 39s. 5d. 
per ton of 2,240 Ibs. 
Sugar... 21 copecks per poud or 27s. 7d. per ton of 2,240 Ibs. 
Flour 20 ,, or 26s. 3d. 


Timber.. 15 ,, or 3$d. per cubic foot. 
Kerosene (from Batoum) per case of 2 pouds 4 lbs., 32 copecks, 
or 8d. per case of 76 lbs. 


On goods arriving from abroad under the Russian flag there is 3 


a railway reduction of freight of 10 to 25 per cent. 
The “Truvor” on her last voyage carried about 160 tons of 


timber and 80 tons of sugar ; also flour, cotton goods, and wooden. - 


boxes for packing dates. 


i 


| 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 28 of the “Board of Trade 


- Journal,” of 1st January, a despatch has been 
— received at the Office from H.M. 
to Shanghai. Consul at Trieste, reporting that, according to a 
notification by the Austrian-Lloyds Directorate, 
the steamer “ Maria Valeria,” which was to sail for Shanghai on 
27th January, is the first steamer to undertake direct transport 
of goods for Shanghai without transhipment. Hitherto goods 
were only carried direct to Bombay, from whence they were 
transhipped and sent on the branch line between Bombay and 
Shanghai. According to the new itinerary of the Austrian-Lloyds 
to the Far East, which came into force on Ist January, the sub- 
sidiary line has been suppressed, and a new direct connection 
between Trieste and Shanghai has been introduced. 


With reference to the particulars published on pp. 12-13 of the 
‘ “ Board of Trade Journal” of 4th July, 1901, 
respecting the construction of new canals in 
Moldau Canal. Austria-Hungary, the Board of Trade have 
received, through the Foreign Office, a copy of a 
memorandum drawn up by the Commercial Attaché to H.M. 
Embassy at Vienna, in which it is stated that the Austrian Canal 
Law of 11th June, 1901, includes in its programme the construction 
of a canal from the Danube to the Moldau, and in this connection 
the necessary regulation of the Moldau from Budweis to Prague is 
also prescribed. 

The Law allows a period of three years, that is, until June, 1904, 
for the elaboration of all plans and specifications connected with 
the canals projected. The cost of this preliminary work is included 
in the annual Budgets without recourse to any special credit. 
After June, 1904, the actual work of construction is to be 
commenced, and the Law stipulates that the whole network of 
canals must be completed within 20 years. 

To cover the cost of the work during the first eight years of 
construction, that is, from 1904 to 1912, the Austrian Government 
is empowered by the Law of 1901 to raise a preliminary loan of 
250,000,060 crowns (10,400,000/.) by the issue of 4 per cent. 
Crown Rentes. In addition to this credit the Government is 
authorised to levy such special taxes on the provinces interested 
as will be calculated to defray one-eighth of the interest and 
amortisation of the capital expended. 

It should be noted that the construction of the Danube-Moldau 
Canal itself is not contemplated during the first period of 
construction, that is, from 1904 to 1912. During this time the 
regulation of the Moldau from Budweis. to Prague will be 
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undertaken, the actual construction of the canal not being 
commenced until this preliminary work is completed. 

Particulars as to the proposed dimensions of the canal may 
be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 


the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., any day between. 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


BRAZIL. 


The Acting British Vice-Consul at Rio de Janeiro, in his recent 
Agreenett with report to the Foreign Office, writes as follows:— 
dee dant be “Tn the interests of shipping I would note 
ted that on arrival at the port, the agreement with 
ae Il as other d ts, should be 
Geers boarding e crew, as well as other documents, shou 
melee. exhibited to the Customs authorities when 
visiting the vessel. The formality adopted by 
the Customs authorities in regard to the agreement consists in 
viséing the certificate affixed to the agreement by the Brazilian 
Consular officer at the port of origin. The agreement should not 
be delivered to the authorities, but only produced for the purpose 
above stated.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,928.) 


HAYTI. 


The Acting British Consul-General at Port-au-Prince, in his recent 
report, states that the Royal Mail Steamship 


Boe —— Company formerly had a service to Jacmel, 
but it has recently been withdrawn, and at 
oe , the time of writing* there is no British line 


to or from any Haytian port, nor are there 
even occasional trading steamers. A considerable quantity of 
British goods go to Hayti, but they nearly all arrive via New York. 
The Acting Consul-General adds that if a connecting line were estab-_ 
lished to meet the boats of the Imperial Direct West India Service 
from Bristol to Jamaica, a large share of the import trade might 
be secured, but the chief market for Haytian products, e.9., coffee, 
log-wood, cacao, &c., is on the continent of Europe, and there is 
some doubt whether a sufficient return freight could be secured to - 
make the proposed line pay. At present there is no regular 
communication between Hayti and Jamaica, except a fortnightly 
steamer to Port Antonio; from Jamaica to Hayti the voyage can . 
only be made, with a great loss of time, by a circuitous route. 

Further on in his report, the Acting Consul-General remarks: ~ 
that if the steamship line from Halifax to Jamaica were linked by 
a local service to Hayti, Canada might derive profit from the 
connection. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,927.) . 

* Report received at Foreign Office 27th December, 1902. 


- 


270. THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Feb. 5, 1903... 


MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, . 


BRITISH GUIANA. 


The “ Official Gazette” of British Guiana of the 14th January 

i te publishes a notification by the Government 

ees oe Secretary to the effect that the following privi- 

isn leges will be conferred on the first discoverer 

’ before 1st January, 1907, of any of the follow- 

ing minerals within the limits of the Colony :—Platinum, silver, 
copper, coal, and petroleum. 

A concession will be issued free of cost for an area not exceeding 
500 acres of Crown lands. Mining operations to be commenced 
within 12 months of the issue, and the continuance of the con- 
cession to depend upon continuous working of the mine, and the 
concession to become void three months after working ceases. 

Freedom from royalty will be conceded for ten years. 


The following table, showing the exports of gold and diamonds from 
British Guiana in the year 1902, as compared 
—_ ony with the two previous years, is compiled from 


figures published in the “‘ Argosy ” (Demerara) 
1902. 
of 3rd January :— 
— Gold. Diamonds. 
Ozs. Carats. Dollars. 
1900... ose 113,341 581 8,220 
ove «| 101,014 4,406 56,056 
1902... bee ose 108,552 12,565 124,466 
SPAIN. 


The “Gaceta de ” for lst February contains a Royal 
es cree publishin rovisional rules dealin 

with Rare in mining and 

Electric lurgical works, and laying down the conditions 

ak on which concessions for such installations are 

amen granted, and the various precautions to be — 

taken to protect the public safety. 


RUSSIA. 


In a recent report the United States Commercial Agent at 
. Vladivostock states that a German engineer 
has found new naphtha ground on the eastern 
Island. part of Sakhalin Island, and also a large lake 
filled with dry naphtha. This, he says, would 
be excellent material for preparing asphalt. Work, it appears, 


| 
| 
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was begun some four years ago, but it will take a year or two 
more to develop it, as proper machinery and testing instruments 
are to be employed for the first time. The prospects for naphtha 
products are good, and this engineer. thinks they promise to be 
richer than those of Baku. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 
In the course of an article published in the “Iron Age” (New 
York) of 15th January, respecting the develop- 
nr ment of important deposits of magnesite which 
oe have been found in Hungary, the writer says 
oF that the discoveries were made in 1895, and 
created a good deal of excitement. Careful analyses have shown that 
many of these deposits do not come up to the requirements of steel 
makers, but two ranges were found which yield a pure magnesite. 
These two ranges are situated in the Carpathian Mountains of 
Hungary, about 20 kiloms. from one another. They have 
been acquired by a company, who, it is believed, now own 
all the Hungarian deposits of value. The first range com- 
prises the deposits at Burda and Ratko. The mineral occurs 
in considerable thickness, sometimes reaching 80 metres and 
over. The second range is situated at Jolsva. The product 
of the first range is treated at the works of Mynstya, where there 
are 12 ovens for calcining the magnesite. Four of these are now 
in operation, the others being in course of erection. The works 
are situated on the Hungarian State Railway, and are close to the 
Rima River. 

The product of the Jolsva mines is calcined in a plant of four 
ovens. A second magnesia brick works, owned by the company, 

is at Kobanya, a suburb of Buda Pesth. 


BRAZIL. 

The Acting British Vice-Consul at Rio de Janeiro reports that the 

. concession which was ted by the Federal 
Government in 1901 firm for 
—— * exploring monazite sands on the foreshore in 
the State of Espirito Santo, has since been cancelled, owing to 
non-observance by the concessionnaires of certain clauses of the 
contract. It is understood that a fresh competition will be opened 
shortly. There are, however, still existing contracts made with the 
State Government of Espirito Santo for exploring these sands in 
State territory, but only on a limited scale. . 

The British Vice-Consul at Victoria (Espirito Santo) reports 
that a concession has been granted by the State for the working of 
monazite sand in the State territory, a minimum quantity of 50 tons 
a month to be exported, duty to be paid 3/. per ton. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,928.) . 
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UGANDA PROTECTORATE. 

On p. 273-4 will be found an article relating to exotic plants of 
economic interest in the Sond Protectorate 

Native Fibres. in which mention is made of the abundance of 
bowstring hemp and raphia fibre. Allusion is 

also made to the suitability of parts of that country to ramie 


growing. 


BRAZIL. 


In his recent report, the Acting British Vice-Consul at Rio de 
Janiero states that further experiments having 
Aramina Fibre. given proof of the excellent qualities of aramina 
fibre, steps were taken to manufacture certain 
goods from it, and an exhibition of these goods, which consisted of 
rope and other woven products, was held in the city of S. Paulo. 
A factory is in course of construction in 8. Paulo exclusively for 
the manufacture of goods from aramina fibre. The weaving 
machinery has already been erected, and other materials, which 
are being imported from the United Kingdom, are expected to 
at shortly, and the factory will then be in a position to begin 
work. 

The Vice-Consul adds that the aramina plant is being exten- 
sively cultivated at two estates in S. Paulo. It is expected that 
the annual production of these two estates, which extend over 
about 325 acres of land, will yield from 10 to 12 tons of dry husk, 
or 44 to 5 tons of fibre for every 6 acres cultivated. The growth 
of the plant is rapid, and it needs no special care. The price paid 
by the S. Paulo factory for clean aramina is about 1d. per lb. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,928.) 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 


Corn Prices. in the week ended the 31st January, were as 


follow :— 
Wheat ... 250. 4d. 
Barley . 248. 3d. 
Oats ... 


For further particulars see P. 282. 


A statement is published on p. 283, showing the quantities of 

the various of agricultural produce 
fepeete ef Agri: imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural Produce. 26 ended the 31st January, as well as s of the 


imports during -_ corresponding week of 1902. 


| 
| 
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BRITISH GUIANA. i 


The “Argosy” (Demerara) of the 8rd January, in a summary of the 
Ind eee progress of British Guiana during 
1902, statés that the total sugar crop of ‘the 
‘ Colony was a satisfactory one. The quality of 
the cane juice was fair, and canes contained from 12 to 13 per cent. 
of crystallisable sugar. The exports of sugar for the year amounted 
to about 120,000 tons. The exports for the previous three years 
were as follow :— 


Tons. 
1901 «92,997 


The average cost of production per ton of sugar during 1902 was 
about 45 dols., or, deducting value of ram made, about.41 dols. net per. 
ton, not including any interest on capital or cost of special outla 
on improvements. On estates where good returns were obtained, 
the cost of production was as low as 40 dols. per ton; but.in some 
cases, where crops were poor, the cost per ton was not Jess than 
55 dols. Tie satisfactory and unexpected rise’ in prices’ towards 
the end of the year enabled the majority of the estates to make 
both ends meet. Considerable sums have been spent on improved 
machinery and appliances. 

The Experimental Cane Cultivation Committee of the Agri- 
cultural Board have collected and tabulated much useful informa- 
tion concerning the experiments with seedling canes which are. 
being conducted on nearly every sugar estate in the Colony. 

The area under cane cultivation during 1902 was 73,800 acres, 
exclusive of 2,271 acres of farmers’ canes. There has been a 
considerable increase in the area under cane cultivation since 
1897, when the acreage dropped to 66,000 acres. There are 
at present 50 estates in the Colony on which sugar is manufactured. 
The ae area under cane cultivation on any one estate is 4,958 
acres. During the year no sugar estate was abandoned and no 
amalgamation of sugar estates took place. 


UGANDA PROTECTORATE. 


A report by Mr. J.. Mahon has recently been received at the 
Exotic Plants Foreign Office on exctic plants of economic 

Taterest. been made :— 
“Tt is well known there are large areas in Uganda containi 
abundance of rubber vine (Landolphia) yielding excellent rubber, 
but as it is practically impossible to systematically. cultivate this 
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plant, we are introducing all the celebrated rubber-yielding trees 
with the object of demonstrating that this country offers a field 
for establishing rubber plantations on a commercial basis. As I 
have pointed out before, it is only a question of the activity of 
traders to determine the time during which our natural supplies of 
rubber will last, and as the same circumstances apply to other 
countries, where rubber is found naturally, it follows that timely 
preparations require to be made to furnish supplies for the demands 
of the future...... .” 

“ As an excellent coffee is frequently found in this country in a 
wild state, it is, perhaps, only to be expected that introduced sorts 
should do as well. The London Market Report, recently to 
hand, on a sample of Nyasa plantation coffee, grown and prepared 
here, proves that the country can produce coffee of first-rate 
quality....... 

“There is already some local enterprise in the matter of exporting 
native fibres. Bowstring hemp is abundant, and there appear to 
be three or four species. A favourable report was received from 
London on specimens we sent, and one was valued at 25/. per ton. 
Raphia fibre from the magnificent palm so common on the lake 
side is also extremely abundant. Both of these items could be 
propagated to any extent by planters here at a trifling cost. We 
have some common ramie, or ‘China grass,’ growing very 
favourably. I consider that many parts of this country are 
peculiarly well suited to ramie growing. I am not aware if the 
difficulty of finding a really suitable and practicable machine to 
prepare this splendid fibre on the field has yet been overcome.” 

“The indigenous cotton isa very fair sample, and imported sorts 
which we have experimented with on a small scale do very well ; 
the fibre was favourably reported on in Manchester x 
(Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 588.) 


FRANCE. 


The “ Quinzaine Coloniale” of the 25th January reports that an 
ie association for the development of cotton 
Association for uitivation in French Colonies has been founded 


an — ant in Paris, and has already attained a membership 
Cultivation in of over 200 persons connected with the cotton 
French Colonies, industry. 


To carry out its programme it will institute 
enquiries, publish pamphlets, &c., and will subsidise or itself carry 
out experiments in cotton cultivation in the various colonies. 

In this connection it is remarked that France is quite as 
interested as England and Germany in becoming as far as possible 
independent of American cotton. feos 


|. 
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The association’s first step has been to set aside a sum of 
10,000 francs (400/.) for experiments in cultivation which are to 
be carried out in the Niger valley ; others will follow in Senegal. 

The “‘ Quinzaine Coloniale” considers that a wiser choice could 
not have been made, as no other parts of the French Colonies are 
so well adapted for cotton cultivation as are the districts of the 
Senegal and Soudan. Their proximity, their transport facilities, 
their accessibility by the River Senegal which the railway will 
soon connect with the Niger, the length of the dry season so 
favourable to the cotton tree, and finally the long acquaintance 
with this culture which the inhabitants of the Niger possess, 
all these advantages point to the Niger valley and parts of that of 
the Senegal becoming vast cotton-producing centres. 


CUBA. 


In a report dated 4th December last, the French Minister at 
5 Crop i Havana states that statistics of the last sugar 
crop of Cuba have just been published. 

‘ Manufacturers have delivered for export 
5,327,539 bags of raw sugar weighing on an average 14950 
kilogs. each, or a total of 761,077 tons. The exports in 1901 only 
amounted to 560,700 tons. The local consumption reached about 


previously. After making deduction for old stock, the crop is 
found to have been, in 1902, 850,181 tons against 635,556 tons in 
1901, being an increase of 214,625 tons or 33 per cent. 

The districts where cane cultivation has most developed can be 
seen from the following table of exports by ports, as shipments 
are always made from the ports nearest the grower :— 


Ports of Shipment. 1901. 1902.. 

Bags. Bags. 

Cardenas vee 788,724 951,287 
Matanjas 679,885 868,534 
Havana 404,613 704,740 
agua 289,624 430,248 
Manzanillo ove 127,496 145,530 


The whole of the exports went to the United States, 654,486 
tons to the northern yo and 106,591 tons to New Orleans, as 
compared with 514,150 tons and 46,550 tons respectively in 1901. 


B2 


| 
| 
40,250 tons for a population of one and-a-half million, and there 
remains in stock 68,727 tons as against 37,079 tons 12 months 

|| 
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According to the “Brazilian Review” of 23rd December last, the 

Rice Imverts in _ total amount of rice imported into Brazil during 

recy the 11 months February to December, covered 

by the recently issued Brazilian statistics for 

1901, was 89,375,310 kilogs., valued at 16,724,548 milreis or 

419, 5431, representing 4 per cent. of the total imports. The 

principal "countries from which the rice came directly or indirectly 
were as follow :— 


Kilogs. 

British India and Bermuda 8,077,414 
Great Britain 11,646,523 
All other 1 066, 421 
Kilogs. 89,375,310 

Total... 4 Tons 87.780 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported. into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 29th January was 
Cotton Statistics. 143,344 and the number imported during the 
5 weeks ended the 29th January was 671,705. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 
29th January, 16,003 bales, and for the 5 weeks, 62,440. 
For further details see p. 282. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


The siting table, showing the value of the principal articles 
Expo ~~, exported from New Zealand during the year 
"4901-02. '. ended 30th September, 1902, as compared with 
_ «the preceding year, is based on official statistics 

quoted in the “ New Zealand Trade Roveen % ot 10th December :— 
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Year ended 30th September. | 
1901. 1902. 
& 
Meat, preserved, &, .. 2,328,000 2,847,000 
Gold ove ove 1,614,000 1,913,000 
Butter ... oes 850,000 1,135,000" 
Kauri gum ae 461,000 454,000 
All other articles oes 1,688,000 1,672,000 
Total New Zealand produce... 12,571,000 13,142,000 
Total exports 812,755,000 13,303,000 


NotTEe.—The year ended 30th September is stated to be the true statistical year for 
= wool and other New Zealand products, 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


The following tables, showing the value of the imports into and 
Trade. Third exports from the Straits Settlements during the 
- third quarter of 1902, as compared with the 
Qenctee: of 2808. corresponding period of 1901, are based on 
the official return of imports and exports recently issued at 
Singapore :— 

Imports (exclusive of Bullion and Specie). 


. | Third Quarter of 1901. || Third Quarter of 1902. 


Singa- 
pore. 


Singa- 


pore. Penang. |Malacca. 


Penang. |Malacca. 


Live Animals, Food and| & £ £ 
Drink and Narcotics ... 2,399,448] 567,623) 53,738 ||2,286,524| 587,915, 56,186 


Raw Materials— 
Textile 56,276 819 12 30,620) 103 6 
Metal 980,305) 407,653 11 932, "252 625,533 5 
Other |1,221,874| 82,249) 6,854 178, 422) 116,161) 5,485 
ufactured Articles— 


Textile eee eve | 792,842) 160,817} 1,470 || 744,350). 202,149) 1,572 
Metal ove eee | 211,117} 28,056} 985 131,241) 39,801 749 
Other ose 815,030) 85,812) 3,444 || 288,642) 101,353} 2,311 


Total ... |5,976,892/1,333,029| 66,509 66,314 


| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| — 
i 
(cst 


278 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Feb. 5, 1903 


Miscellaneous. 


Exports (exclusive of Bullion and Specie). 


Third Quarter of 1901. Third Quarter of 1902. 
Singa- Singa- 
pore. Penang. |Malacca. pore. Penang. | Malacca. 


d & & & & £ 
Drink and Narcotics 2,188,834) 629,294; 62,150 |/2,035,852| 712,743) 61,432 


Textile 29,424 35 20,098 8 

Metal | 940,636) 650,082 17 992,498] 759,380 

Other eee /1,164,852| 106,593} 8,139 |]1,149,731} 105,987) 12,558 

Manufactured Articles— 

Textile 461,629) 81,900 19 |} 466,651) 33,883 104 

Metal oe ee | 93,231) 15,175 2 65,495 6,133 466 

Other | 199,675) 34,702) 1,587 || 169,365) 31,267| 1,329 
Total ... (5,078,281 1,517,781) 71,914 75,889 


(Nore.—The whole trade has been converted into sterling at the average 
(demand) rates for the respective quarters, 1s. 114d. for 1901, and 1s. 83d. for 
1902, but any comparison in sterling is not strictly applicable to goods which have 
their origin in silver currency countries. ] 


ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 


. range River Colony, dated 30th December, 

pe — — 1902 contains the text of Ordinance No. 33 of 

‘ * 1902, entitled ‘An Ordinance to regulate the 

Deeds Office, and to amend the Law relating to,the registration of 

oe all This Ordinance was to take effect from the Ist January, 
903. 

The “Gazette” containing the above may be seen on appli- 
cation to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


PORTUGAL—PORTUGUESE WEST AFRICA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Bill for the Minister at Lisbon, which states that a Law 


Coining and passed in December, 1895, empowered the 


. : Government to deal with the money circulatin 
Angola, and a Decree was parker repr 
issued on 15th September, 1896, declaring that 

only Portuguese silver coins had legal currency in the Province. 

Foreign coins having therefore been ostracised, it has been 
found that the currency in circulation is insufficient to meet the 


Silver Money. 


Raw Materials 
| 
| 
i 
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needs of trade§ and commerce, and in order to obviate this 
difficulty, the Colonia! Minister laid, on the 16th January, on the 
table of the Chamber of Deputies a Bill authorising the Government 
to coin and issue silver money up to 500 contos reis (87,7601.), 
for circulation in the Province of Angola. 


BRAZIL. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 510-1] of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 11th December, 1902, 


U. = = particulars have been published in recent issues 
ak the Satek of the “ Brazilian Review ” relative to the trade 


: of Brazil with the United Kingdom and the 

States in 1901. United States in the eleven months, February 
to December, 1901, compiled from the official figures of the Servigo 
de Estatistica. The following table based on these particulars 
gives comparative figures of the principal articles supplied by 
these two countries :— 


Imports from | Imports from 
the United the United 


Kingdom. States. 

Milreis. Milreis, 
Steel and iron and manufactures thereof ... wae 6,556,263 3,014,896 
Cotton manufactures ... 24,782,581 1,664,075 
Food products ... 5,247,173 20,523,637 
Kerosene and other mineral oilsrefined ... Pe 50,771 8,558,645 
Copper, lead, tin, &c., and manufactures thereof ... 3,860,719 264,999 
Wool, and manufactures thereof... 3,540,592 4,442 
Chemical products 2,975,593 882,777 


Other articles of merchandise. ... | 10,373,080 


Total value of imports of merchan- 
dise from the United Kingdom and 
the United States ... 107,040,817 51,635,665 


5,141,610 2,463,938 


As regards the export trade, the following table shows the value 
of the total exports from Brazil to the United Kingdom and to the 
United States’in 1901 :— 


To— Currency. Sterling. 


United Kingdom... | 5,259,667 
United States 871,147,265 17,462,650 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


British Cotton-Growing Association—An influential meeting to 
aid the movement for securing in the British colonies and 
possessions the cultivation of cotton was held on the 28th January 
in the Manchester ‘own Hall. The meeting, which was repre- 
sentative of all classes engaged in the cotton industry, was 
arranged by the British Cotton-growing Association. The Lord 
Mayor (Mr. J. Royle) took the chair at the beginning of the 
proceedings, and was succeeded by Sir Alfred Jones, of Liverpool, 
and when Sir Alfred had to depart for London his place was taken 
by Mr. J. E. Newton. 

The chairman, in opening the proceedings, pointed out how the 
cotton industry of the United States was determined to consume 
ultimately on the spot all the cotton grown in their country. Sir 
Alfred Jones alluded to the wisdom of looking out for cotton- 
growing districts, particularly in British colonies, and stated that 
through Mr. Chamberlain’s influence they had got free carriage of 
cotton on the West African railways for two years, and that the 
shipowners had resolved to carry the first thousand tons of cotton 
without a penny freight. 

A letter from the head of the West African section of the 
Colonial Office was read to the meeting in which it was stated 
that the Governors and High Commissioners in West Africa had 
agreed to help by providing the pay of the experts selected by the 
Association and by undertaking to supervise their work and see 
that the wishes of the Association were carried out. 

Mr. Newton announced that Sir W. Macgregor (Lagos) had 
asked for 100 tons of seed in April. This the Association was 
prepared to supply, and was also ready to start small experimental 
plantations, and in some cases to provide gins. 


Bradford—A meeting of the Council of the Bradford Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 28th January, at which Mr. Amos 
Crabtree was unanimously elected President for the ensuing year. 
The election of the Vice Presidents and other officers and the 


_ constitution of the various Committees of the Chamber was also 


dealt with. Among the subjects under discussion were Certificates 


> Origin for Turkey, Trade with Western Russia, Canadian Mails, 


Halifax—The 41st annual meeting of the Halifax Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 21st January, under the chairmanship 
of Alderman J. W. Smithies, J.P., the retiring president. 

Mr. J. Robertshaw, secretary, submitted the report, which gave a 
concise review of the questions which had engaged the attention of 


~the Chamber during the past year.. In matters affecting commercial 
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interests, such as the assignment to a particular creditor of a 
trader’s book debts, County Court rules, &c., the Chamber was 
shown to have been active and to have done good work. Regarding 
the appointment of a Minister of Commerce, now being so 
strenuously raised by Chambers of Commerce, it was shown that, 
so long ago as 1870, it was urged on behalf of the Chamber by 
Colonel oyd at the meeting of the Association of Chambers of 
Commerce, The Chamber had again resolved to bring the matter 
before the Association at its forthcoming annual meeting. 

The adoption of the report was unanimously agreed to. 


A further meeting of the Halifax Chamber was held on the 28th 
January at which Mr. C. Holdsworth, J.P., was elected President 
for the ensuing year. 

A firm of worsted spinners in Halifax sent a copy of a letter 
received from their German agent in Berlin, giving particulars as 
to the proposed tariff on yarns, and stating that the increases 
would make it difficult for English firms to compete with German 
spinners, The President said that at Bradford it had been 
decided, in consequence of the increase of the duty on yarns 
being small, to take no action, and he recommended the Council to 
take a similar course. 

Other matters under discussion were the Preferential Treaty 
between Cuba and the United States, the Train Service between 
Halifax and London, &c. 


2 

{ 
} 

| 
{ 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 5 Weeks ended 29th January, 1903. 


Week ended Week ended 
29th Jan., | soth Jan th | Jan 
1903, 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No 
American 4.0 ou 111,359 546,575 7,552 29,709 
Bragilian ... 12/585 24,597 2:787 B,751 
Fast Indian... 930 4/268 198 2,785 
Egyptian 18,028 91,934 5,259 23,699 
eous 442 4,331 7 6 
671,705 16,003 62,440 
Corn Prices. 


Statement carn: the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 31st January, 1903, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the ‘Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 
Wheat, | Barley. Oats. 
Week ended January,1903 ... 25 44 | 2 #O 
Corresponding week in— ' 
1901 ... eve 25 7 17: 8 
1902 ... eee eos ove 26 7 20 2 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperiai 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial Se for every bushel of barley 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushe. 


of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
oduce imported into the United in the week ended 
31st January, 1903, le with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding ding week of the previous year. 
Week ended | Oorrespond- 
3lstJan., | ing week 
1903. in 1902. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... 0 a Number. 8,728 8,187 
Sheep andiambs... 7,724 4,842 
Fresh meat :— 
or preserv meat :— — 
f eee eee eee eee ” 1,650 2,869 
Pork 3,782 2,387 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh .. ” 10,945 18,922 
Meat, preserved otherwise thanbysalting ” 7,631 17,319 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Margarine ... ave 17,482 8, 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums ... oe 2 1,129 694 
» condensed ... 22,213 17,744 
ons ese Grt. Hundr, 270,273 309,641 
and id game Value £ 38,905 57,712 
— dead (not tinned) Cwts, 4,794 4,895 
37,687 22,690 
grain, meal and flour: 
Wheat ooo Cwts, 1,310,853 1,030,900 
Wheat-meai 879,731 281,800 
arley ave eve 478,257 659,600 
scabies 16,797 49,700 
Maize orIndiancorn 929,380 728,800 
Fruit, raw 
Apples... Cwts. 71,060 47,312 
Apricots and peaches ” 6 
Lemons ... ove eee eee oe 13,134 13,987 
Plums pee coe ove 19 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions... ove Bushels, 137,604 92,324 
Potatoes ... Cwts, 88,443 44,408 
Tomatoes ... eee a 6.070 4,051 
Unenumerated Valuet 7,652 6,838 
Wegetables, dried 1,827 4,050 
reserved by canning 1,834 6,483 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of December, 1902, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 93d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1901, in two Volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 7d. for the first, and 4s. 10d. 
for the second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1897-1901, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country), and, in the second volume, details as to 
customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
articles in bond, and particulars of the trade ot the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued on the 15th 
January :—State of the Labour Market in December; Wages 
and Disputes in 1902 ; Co-operative Distribution and Production 
in 1901; Notification of Accidents ; Labour Disputes in Germany 
in 1901; Legal Cases affecting Labour; Recent Conciliation and 
Arbitration Cases, &c., &c. : 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual and 
Miscellaneous Series issued since the last number of the “Board of 
Trade Journal.” 


ANNUAL. 
No. 2,929. Chiengmai, 1901. 
Teak trade in 1901 and Potentialities of trade in 
prospects tor 1902. Northern Siam. 
Trade between Kengtungand Projected line from Bangkok 
Siam. to Northern Siam and its 
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Government Publications. 
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importance: also proposed 
extensions of same, (See 
pp. 249-50. 


Features of Chiengrai trade : 
Plains of Chiengrai and 
Chiengsin as a source of rice 


Improvements in road com- 
munication. 

Returns showing principal 
articles of import Bi export 
to and from Burma in 1900 
and 1901. 


supply. 
No. 2,930. Finances of Italy for the year 1902. 
‘* This report by Sir Rennell Rodd, H.M. Chargé d'Affaires at 


Rome, gives particulars with observations as to the revenue and 
expenditure of Italy in the financial year 1901-02 and as to the 
estimates for the year 1902-03. The report also gives a summary 
of the general financial situation as reviewed by the Budget 
Committee, together with particulars of the Public Debt of Italy, 
the repatriation of Italian stock, the paper currency, the financial 
situation of the Banks of issue, &c., &c. The marked improve- 
ment in the rate of exchange since 1895 is also commented on. | 


No. 2,931. Alexandria, 1901, and January to May, 1902. 


Increase in shipping in 1901 Falling-off in exports during 
due to increased numbers of 1901, But augmentation— 
Austro - Hungarian, Italian, chiefly in cotton, cotton-seed 
German and Greek steamers. and gum arabic—during first 

Completion of graving dock. five months of 1902. The 


Classified imports, showing 
value from United Kingdom 
and the various articles of mer- 
chandise in which increases or 
decreases occurred. 


owth of the export of eggs 
uring four years. 
Detailed tables of the import 
and export trade by articles 
and countries. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


No. 598.—Exotic Plants of Economic Interest in the Botanic Gardens 
at Entebbe, Uganda. 


Favourable results of experi- 
ments in cultivating various 
kinds of rubber-yielding trees, 
which have been introduced 
because of the impossibility of 
systematically propagating the 
indigenous rubber vine. 

Satisfactory progress of the 
cacao sent out by Kew. 

Promising report by the 
London market regarding the 


coffee grown and prepared in 
the Protectorate. 

Moderate progress of tea and 
vanilla and excellent progress 
of fruits. 

Initiation of an export busi- 
ness in bowstring hemp and 
other fibres. 

Detailed list of exotic plants 
established in the Botanic 
Gardens. 
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Government Publications. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Railway Accidents. Returns of Accidents and Casualties as 
reported to the Board of Trade during the nine months ending 
30th September, 1902. [Od.1,374.] Price 1s. 6d. 


According to this return 811 persons were killed, and 4,886 
injured on railways in the United Kingdom in course of public 
traffic during the first nine months of 1902; for the corresponding 
period of 1901 the figures were 821 killed and 4,808 injured. In 
addition to the above, 63 persons were killed and 8,124 injured 
during the nine months ended 30th September, 1902, by accidents 
which occurred upon the premises of railway companies, but in 
which the movement of railway vehicles was not concerned, so 
that the total number of personal accidents reported to the Board 
ot Trade by the railway companies of the United Kingdom during 
the nine months in question caused the death of 874 persons, and 
injury to 13,010. 


| 

’ 

. 
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Government Publications. 


LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
1st January, 1903, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


No. Place. Price}} No. Place, Price 
; EUROPE— AMERICA, NORTH— 
; Italy: United States of America: 
2930 | Finances of Italy _...1902| 14d.) 587 | Coal Industry of the Unite 
Statesin 1901... wee] 20, 
Spain: 
292! | Bilbao ... is ..1901) 23d. Mexico: 
2925 | Mexico... 23d. 
Turkey: 
2926 | Eastern Coast of the AMERICA, SOUTH— j 
Red Sea .-. 1899-1901] 2d. Brazil: 
2928 | Rio de Janeiro. 134. 
_| AFRICA— 
2931 | Alexandria ...1901 and part WEST INDIES— 
of 1902) 1d. || 2927 | Hayti ... ace 1d. 
’ 588 | Exotic Plants of Economic ; 
Interest in the Botanic ASIA— 
Gardens at Entebbe, Siam: 
Uganda «| 3d. || 2929 | Chiengmai__... 1d, 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
- The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 


4 1st January, 1903, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, H.C. :— 
Annual. 
No. Place. | Price. 
377 | Northern Nigeria... we | 
378 British Guiana | 24d, 


. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade was. established in 1899, in, consequence.of a report by a Depart- 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as it 
can be met by Government action. It is intended to be a centre at which 
information on all subjects of commercial interest shall be collected and 
focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it is the duty 
of the Branch, as-far-as circumstances permit, to afford information in 
reply to all enquiries on commercial matters which may be addressed to 
it, whether written or verbal. 

The office is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., and (subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, 
Statistical, and Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the 
direction of Mr. T. Worthington. The “ Intelligence Branch” endeavours, 
on application being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz.:—Commercial 
Statistics: Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs: Excise and 
“Consumption” Duties: Port, Harbour, and Tonnage Dues, and other 
Charges on ee: Customs Regulations: Consular Fees: Forms of 
Certificates of Origin: Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers: 
Trading Licences: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender: 
Foreign and Colonial Bounties: Lists of firms abroad engaged in 
particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &c. 

In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board 
of Trade from the beginning of the present year, the work formerly 
carried on by the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute 
is now conducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade. The question of transferring the headquarters of this Branch 
from Westminster to the City is receiving the attention of the Board of 
Trade, and meanwhile verbal ‘enquiries: may be°addressed to-the Branch 
through the Temporary Enquiry Office which has been opened in the City 
Branch of the Imperial Institute at 49, Eastcheap, E.C. 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade. 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of 
the arrangement and classification of the Collections of these products 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample 
room at the City Branch. 

The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and 
intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The 
“Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. In future periodical 


supplements to the “ Board of Trade Journal” will be issued, containit 
iicasation and reports bearing on the work carried out in the Imperia 
Institute at South Kensington. 
Commerctat DEPARTMENT, Boarp oF TRADE. 
January, 19038. 
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